
The Origins of the Church of God’s
Oldest Publication — The Bible Advocate

S
ome nineteenth-century Sabbatarian adventists did
not believe Ellen G. White to be a prophet of

God. Today we trace the corporate ancestry of the
Worldwide Church of God through these scattered
people. These Sabbath keepers published a newspaper
titled 77w Hope ofIsrael. We thought you may find the
following historical information interesting.

William Miller and Midnight Cry

The Church’s publishing work was preceded by the

_ great “Advent” movement of William Miller (1782-
s 1849). The Advent movement had begun in 1831, the
year Sunday-observing Miller started preaching the
second coming (Advent) of Jesus Christ to establish
the kingdom of God on earth.

Miller’s preaching generated a remarkable religious
interest throughout the United States, and led to the
formation of several denominations including what
would later be called the Church of God (Seventh
Day). Those who belonged to Miller’s movement were
generally called adventists.1 'Ib support his campaign
work, Miller began publishing a periodical called
Midnight Cry in the autumn of 1842. It was an immedi-
ate success.

A misunderstanding of Daniel 8:13-14 led Miller to
predict that Jesus Christ would return in 1844. Fol-
lowing the “Great Disappointment” of that year,
Miller admitted his error, but exhorted the brethren to

a :main watchful and not let the day come unawares.

Shut Door Doctrine

By 1846, a few adventists had accepted the seventh-
day Sabbath primarily through the influence of Rachel
Oakes Preston, a Seventh Day Baptist. These converts
in turn proclaimed the Sabbath truth to others.
Gradually their numbers increased.

Many adventists, unlike William Miller, refused to
admit that they had been wrong about 1844. They
believed they had simply misunderstood the date’s
significance. But where had they gone wrong?

Hiram Edson believed God revealed to him the
answer. In setting dates for Christ‘s return, adventists
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had placed great emphasis on the Day of Atonement.
Edson believed that the Levitical ceremony for that
day gave the answer adventists sought.

Edson believed that Christ had not intended to
return to Earth in 1844. Instead he entered the
heavenly Holy of Holies to cleanse it of sins — sins
that had been forgiven but not blotted out. Now a
great investigative judgment of the saints had begun.

This concept became united with the belief that
from the date of the Great Disappointment, God had
shut the door of salvation to nonbelievers in the
Advent message. Strict Shut Door believers contended
that from that day forward no one else could be
converted.

These beliefs were readily accepted by James White
and his wife Ellen, who displayed prophetic gifts. Not
long thereafter, Joseph Bates introduced the Whites to
the Sabbath. After becoming Sabbatarians, Ellen
White’s prophetic claims initially failed to receive
widespread acceptance among Sabbatarians. However,
her influence gradually grew until her supporters
became the majority party among the Sabbatarian
Adventists.

One of Ellen White’s earliest visions appeared to
uphold the Shut Door doctrine, though some dispute
this conclusion. Years later, when it became apparent
that others were being converted, she denied that her
visions ever supported a strict Shut Door position.
Unconvinced, her Sabbatarian opponents argued that
time had proven her Shut Door vision false and that
she therefore could not be a prophet of God.’

Thus, not long after the Great Disappointment, the'
conditions for division among Sabbatarian Adventists
were laid. Those who accepted the Shut Door doctrine
and the Cleansing of the Sanctuary idea tended to
support Ellen White as God's messenger. Those who
rejected the Shut Door and the Cleansing ideas
inevitably came to reject her as a prophet. Her visions,
they felt, contradicted the plain teachings of the Bible.

'12) promote their ideas, in 1850 the Whites began
publishing a periodical called Review and Herald. The
printing press became a powerful tool in spreading
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their understanding of the gospel. Not long after that,
the Whites’ Sabbatarian opponents responded with a
publication of their own.

Case and Russell publish Messenger of Truth

In the autumn of 1853, “anti-White" Sabbatarian
adventists led by Hiram S. Case and CF. Russell
began publishing Messenger of Truth at Jackson,
Michigan, to counter the teachings being spread by the
Whites‘ Review and Herald. Messenger of Truth was
published for five years, until 1858. The Whites
claimed it contained “many falsehoods."

In October 1860, adventists

manufactured in Chicago. This press was purchased
expressly for publishing The Hope and was never used
by Messenger of Truth.3

The Hope began with fewer than 40 subscribers and
was issued every other week. The acting editor for the
first two issues of The Hope was Enos Easton. After
that, H.S. Dille was editor. (Dille would later be
disfellowshipped and became a Mormon.) Gilbert
Cranmer was a “corresponding editor." He would later
become editor for a time.

The Hope was supported by Sabbath-keeping
congregations in many states. It was canceived as an

organ through which scattered
who accepted Mrs. White’s
visions met at Battle Creek.
Michigan, and adopted the
name Seventh-day Adventist
for their General Conference.
They rejected the name

Early issues of The Hope of
Israel name brethren imprisoned

for refusing to fight in the
United States Civil War._~.

Sabbath-keeping brethren
could communicate with each
other, and as a vehicle for
disseminating biblical truth.
At first, it was open to the
sincere views of all, even to

Church of God as being indis-‘ ,..tnctive and a mark of fanaticism. By the end of 1863
they completed the legal organization needed to form
a new denomination.

Gilbert Cranmer publishes The Hope of Israel

Also in 1860, a conference of several anti-White
congregations was organized in Michigan, with Gilbert
Cranmer (1814-1903) as president. Cranmer had
established many of the participating congregations.

On Monday, August 10, 1863, the “Cranmerites”
(as the Whites called them) began publishing a
periodical called The Hope of Israel at Hartford,
Michigan. (See page 17 for a photocopy of the front
page of the first issue). The first few issues were
probably published in Cranmer’s home. The periodical
took its name from the words of the apostle Paul in
Acts 28:20: “For this reason I have asked to see you

d talk with you. It is because of the hope of Israel
that I am bound with this chain."

Some consider The Hope ofIsrael to be the succes-
sor to Messenger of Truth, the earlier “anti-White"
paper. It has been claimed that The Hope was printed
on the same press that had been used to print Mes-
senger of Thlth. While some of those associated with
the “Messenger Party" were mentioned in early issues
of The Hope, to date there has been no documentation
proving one evolved into the other, or that anyone
associated with the earlier paper was responsible for
beginning The Hape. Robert Coulter, a Church of God
minister and historian, reports that The Hope was
printed on a new Adams Cottage printing press
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opinions the editors could not
endorse. ‘

In that first issue, under the title “My Experience,"
Cranmer recorded some of the details of his break
with the Whites. He explained why he could not
accept Mrs. White's visions: “I found they [the visions]
contradict themselves, and that they also contradict
the Bible.” Cranmer declared that he “would not
belong to a church that was ruled by a woman."

In early issues of The Hope, Cranmer and other
church leaders argued that they had not rebelled
against Ellen G. White (as Seventhoday Adventists had
accused), for though they had cooperated, and some-
times worked with her disciples, they had never
specifically endorsed her.

Doctrinal orientation of The Hope of Israel

Also in the inaugural issue, Enos Easton wrote,
“We shall stand firmly by what the Bible reveals to be
truth, turning neither to the right nor the left.“ Easton
spelled out the doctrinal orientation of the publica-
tion. Some “founding principles" he enumerated were
that death is a total extinction of being; that sin is the
transgression of the law, and that we cannot know sin
but by the law, that man, having sinned and having
had the sentence of death passed on him, can have no
hope of eternal life except through Christ, by a resur-
rection of the dead; that God is about to set up his
kingdom on the earth; that Christ as King will sit on
the throne of his father David and that the 12 apostles
will sit on 12 thrones judging the 12 tribes of Israel;
that the reward of the righteous, as well as of the

(continued on page 18)
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until the vietoryis gained, and we mulled to
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wicked, will be on the earth; and that the earth will
ultimately be restored to more than its Edenic glory
and beauty.

The second issue (August 24,

In the autumn of 1864, an article by Luther Tiffany
appeared in The Hope, arguing that Jesus was in the
grave three days and three nights. Many issues of this

period addressed the subject
1863) contained a statement that
the false doctrine of the immor-
tality of the soul was “born and
bred by pagan philosophy," not-

Cranmer’s ministry was full of
reports of healings. '

of “slavery to tobacco."
Circulation as of June 1865
was 336 copies.

The October 18, 1865,
ing that “Pagan Plato was its
father." Regarding the fate of the wicked, it was
observed that “they are to be made into carpeting for
the New Earth." In the same issue, I-LS. Dille suggest-
ed that Napoleon III of France might be the Anti-
christ who would meet Christ in “the battle of that
great day of God Almighty."

These early issues also mention the names of
brethren imprisoned “for refusing to fight with carnal
weapons” in the United States Civil War. Later,
conscientious objector status was granted to members
of the Church. As would be noted in the April 23,‘ -865, issue of The Hope (eight days after President
Lincoln’s death):

We thank God that President Lincoln, kind and
feeling as he was, and pious too, according to his
idea of piety, did cause to be made such laws as
would deliver God's saints from participating in
war.

'I‘h‘eMay 26, 1864, issue carried news of a miracu—
lous healing experienced by a woman at one of Gilbert
Cranmer’s public meetings. Unable to speak for some
years, her speech was perfem restored. Cranmer’s
ministry was full of reports of healings.

The November 2, 1864, issue addressed the ques-
tion of unity. In an article by Samuel Everett on
Ephesians 4 and Christian unity, he said that there is

we body, and that the Church belongs to God, with
christ as its Head. He wrote:

As far as the name is concerned, “The Church of
God, — The Church of Christ," are scriptural
names of the people of God taken collective-
ly. . .. We should beware of all sectarian parties
and divisions.

After six issues, The Hope was moved to Waverly,
Michigan, where it was published until October 18,
1865. By November 1864, The Hope was being mailed
to subscribers in 18 states and in eastern Canada.
There were several interruptions in its publication due
to financial difficulties resulting from the Civil War.
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number was the last to be
issued at Waverly, Michigan. A total of 39 issues of
The Hope was issued from Michigan. Apparently the
brethren were not providing adequate financial sup-
port for the paper.

The Hope of Israel moves to Iowa

On May 29, 1866, The Hope of Israel was revived at
Marion, Iowa, where a Sabbatarian Adventist congre-
gation had been founded in June 1860. Having moved
the printing press and type from Michigan to Iowa,
members there published the periodical semi-monthly
under the auspices of the Christian Publishing Associ-
ation. it contained 16 pages per issae. William H.
Brinkerhoff, a minister of the Marion congregation,
bewme editor. 'IWO years later he was succeeded by
his long-time friend, B.F. Snook. (Brinkerhoff and
Snook later left the Church and affiliated with the
Universalists.)

The first issue of The Hope published in Iowa
contained an article urging those who had not already
done so to “abandon the use of swine flesh entirely"
due to the danger of trichinosis. (A subsequent article
advised: “Swine was unclean to the Jew, and you had
better regard him thus to the Gentile”) Keep in mind
however, that the paper published a variety of opin-
ions on different subjects. At the time these comments
were made, the church took no doctrinal position on
clean and unclean meats.

The second Iowa issue contained a letter from
Gilbert Cranmer congratulating Brinkerhoff on the
revival of The Hope. “May it ever advocate the truth
and breathe forth the Spirit of Christ.“ Cranmer
wrote. ’

During the next few years. The Hope contained
many articles on prophecy and doctrinal issues, letters
from readers, news items, reports of work being done
b," field ministers, notices ofstate conference meetings,
e :. Doctrinal differences with the Seventh-day Ad-
ventists were frequently discussed.

The April 23, 1867, issue contained an article
contending that the early Church, to the time of
Constantine, “observed the Lord’s Supper annually at
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the beginning of the fourteenth of Abib, and that we
should now show His death until He comes, by also
observing it at the beginning of the fourteenth." An-
other article in the same issue advocated the use of
fermented wine at the Passover service.

Jacob Brinkerhofl' becomes editor

In March 1872, the Association renamed the
publication Advent and Sabbath Advocate and Hope of
Israel. Jacob Brinkerhoff (1841-1916), the younger
brother of W.H. Brinkerhoff, had become editor and
publisher the previous year, at

In October 1884, a loose confederation called the
“General Conference of the Church of God" was
founded, made up of the state conferences of Michi-
gan, Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska and Kansas. Other
states were added later. A.C. bong (one of the found-
ers of the Missouri church) became president of the
conference. AF Dugger (a pioneer in the Nebraska
church) was elected vice president. Jacob Brinkerhoff
became secretary, and LN. Kramer treasurer. AC
Long, W.C. Long and John Branch were general
conference committeemen.

' Jacob Brinkerhoff, editor of

the age of 30. He would hold
the position, on and off, until
1914. Jacob Brinkerhoff was
perhaps the greatest Church of
God leader of the 19th centu-
ry. No minister made more
significant contributions in

Up to 1884, the Church was not
organized beyond local congrega-
tions and state conferences. Each

congregation remained largely
independent.

the Advocate, had been a
strong champion of organiza-
tion of the church. In the
summer of 1884 he had given
forceful editorial support to
the idea of organizing an um-
brella organization to unite

furthering the Work.
In March 1874, Brinkerhoff dropped the subtitle

Hope of Israel from the name of the paper, which
became known simply as Advent and Sabbath .4d
cate. But financial and other difficulties threatened the
continuation of the paper. So to save the Advocate,
Brinkerhoff sold his home. With the proceeds he
bought the office, press, printing materials and fur-
nishings.

Among the numerous Church of God tracts avail-
able" to the public in 1877 were Ike Seventh Day
Sabbath; The Second Coming of Christ; Who Changed
the Sabbath .7; The Sabbath for Both Jews and Gentiles;
The Soul; Where Are the Dead?; Man, Mortal or Im-
mortal?; Man, A Living Soul; and 771:: Saints' Inheri-
lance.

In summer 1881, minister W.C. Long wrote a letter
to the Advocate in which he urged the practice of
’thing, which appears to have been a recently restored

teaching in the Church of God about that time.

A general conference formed

Unfortunately, these Sabbath keepers lacked unity.
Up to 1884, the church was not organized beyond
local congregations and state conferences. Each
congregation remained largely independent. Strong
antiorganizational feelings had often been expressed in
early issues of The Hope and IheAdvocate. In place of
a national organization, the Advocate was the one
thing the congregations had in common. They de-
pended on it as their primary medium of commu-
nication among themselves.
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the different state conferences
and secure unity of action. He wrote:

It has long been known that our cause is one, in
the East and in the West; that we are one peo-
ple in faith and doctrine, one in hope and Chris-
tian unity, and a unity or organization is de-
sired... In carrying out the apostolic commission
to teach other people and make believers to
preach the gospel into all the world and to take
out of the world a people for the name of the
Lord and for His coming kingdom, it is neces-
sary for that work to be done to the best advan-
tage, and all know this is best done by a concert-
ed action and by a general oversight of gospel
labor. Conferences are necessary to organize for
work, raise means, consider Christian character
and ministerial ability, and this sh0uld be consid-
ered important. Also a union of conferences is
desirable, making the people one people. and by
which we can labor more effectually.

Beginning in 1885, the General Conference took

over the publication of the Advocate, relieving Brink-
erhoff cfthe financial burden. Its circulation then had
reached 485. Membership of the Church of God had
grown to about 1,000. The annual budget for the
Advocate was $1,100, or about $1.10 per year per
member. According to Brinkerhoff, this sum covered
paper, ink, firewood for heat and salaries for typeset-
ters and pressmen.

Headquarters moved to Stanberry, Missouri

In 1888, the Church of God moved its headquarters
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from Marion, Iowa, to Stanberry, Missouri -— and with
it the' Advent and Sabbath Advocate, which they re-
named the Sabbath Advocate and Herald ofthe Advent.
By 1892, the Sabbath Advocate had become an eight-
page weekly, with a circulation of about 1,000 copies.
In 1900 the name was changed again, to Bible Advo—
cate and Herald of the Coming Kingdom

Herbert Armstrong

The Church of God was still publishing the Bible
Advocate in the 19205 when Herbert Armstrong be-
came converted and fellowshipped with members of

their Oregon Conference. At that time, he read the
magazine regularly and even contributed several
articles to it.

Today, after more than 130 years, the Church of
God (Seventh Day) — now headquarted in Denver,
Colorado — continues to publish The Bible Advocate.
Through it, the Church of God strives to teach its
international readers sound Christian guidelines for
these troubled times.

Keith W Stump,
writer, Television Department

Endnotes

1. To dififerentiate the stages in the development of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, scholars today sometimes
classify adventists in the following manner: Millerite -— a disciple of William Miller's prophetic teachings prior
to the Great Disappointment of 1844; Adventist — a Millerite after the Great Disappointment or one of their

spiritual descendants, generally, though not always referring to a Seventh-day Adventist; Sabbatarian Adventist
— an adventist who mme to accept the Sabbath during the period from the Great Disappointment until the
organization of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, regardless ofwhether they supported Ellen G. White; Seventh-
day Adventist — a member of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, organized in the early 18605, though sometimes
used to refer to all Sabbatarian Adventists prior to that date. These designations are modern classifieations helpful
in separating the differing parties from each other. Adventists writing during the deeades in question did not
maintain these distinctions.

2. For a detailed discussion of the Shut Door controversy and evidence that the Whites may have promoted a
strict Shut Door doctrine, read Ingemar Lindén‘s 1844 and the Shut Door Problem (Uppsala, 1982) as well as his
The ‘Last Trump (Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang, 1978). For the contrary view, consul P. Gerhard Damsteegt’s
Foundations of the Seventhaay Adventist Message and Mission (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1977).

3. Roy A. Marrs, editor, Bible Advocate, to Ralph Orr, 18 November 1993.

Henceforth let no man glory in his denomination; that is sectarianism:
but let all men glory in Christ and practice brotherhood with men;

that is Christianity.
—— Peter Ainslie
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